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they are not content with the demolition of two administra-
tions in one year!

As Lord Shelburne has been routed by the united forces
of Lord North and Mr. Fox, it is supposed that these two
chieftains will form a new administration of their friends,
though neither will be the nominal Premier; the first
declaring against being the minister again, and the Duke of
Portland being the ostensible successor of Lord Bockingham,
Prom this junction the new administration is expected; but
how it is to be transacted, or how arranged, I am totally
ignorant.

The triumphant party declare for adherence to the Peace,
though they condemn it. Indeed, I hope it will be in-
violate. It is not within the compass of my knowledge to
pronounce whether we could have had better terms or not.
They are better than, for some years, I have thought we
could obtain; and though I was far from admiring Lord
Shelburne's conduct last spring2, and have been as far from
applauding his behaviour since, which has been improper in
every light, still I am glad that he did make .peace; and
I am not less persuaded, that, had the war continued, we
should not only have suffered still more, but made a peace
much much worse at the end. Lord Shelburne's motives
may not have been laudable; his management of the treaty
injudicious and rash; still I prefer the Peace, such as it is,
to continuation of the war. I believe I differ from some of
my best friends, but I must be governed by my own feelings,
and must speak the truth.

Your nephew tells me he intends to make you a visit
next month: he makes no more of a journey to Florence
than of going to York races; and therefore I am glad you
will not only have the comfort of seeing him, but of hearing

2 When he negotiated with the Kmg without the consent of Lord Bock-
ingham, Walpole.ute; sufficient to the day is the event thereof: I shall
